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Rector’s Message
From Reverend Regina Christianson
Come ye thankful people, come, raise the song of
harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms
begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be
supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song
of harvest home.
Harvest home- with all the images of the warmth
of home, food security for the coming winter,
family gathering- these are reason enough for
giving thanks. And they represent a huge amount
of work, the necessary health to do the work, and
seasonable weather and the incredible fecundity
of nature. Things in our control, things not in our

control, and cooperation with nature. When I
think how precarious this balance was for our
ancestors, I am overwhelmed with a sense of
gratitude. I am also aware that it remains
precarious for many, including our neighbors still
trying to pick up the pieces after their livelihoods
were destroyed by the economic crisis or by the
storm Irene, our neighbors in States and in the
Caribbean devastated by Superstorm Sandy and
other storms, our neighbors in Nigeria devastated
by decades of oil spills in their ecologically rich
delta, and others throughout the world who face a
lean winter. The intersecting questions arise:
how do we respond in a Christ-like way to a
world reeling from disaster after disaster; how do
respond to our own parish’s ongoing ministry?
Put those questions together and the question
becomes: how do we enact our Christian faith in
stewardship in a way that is wholesome?
I have experienced the theology of abundance
and the spiritual practice of gratitude as
wholesome in inspiring stewardship. The
theology of abundance reminds me that I am not
alone- that I belong to a community of caring
people and that God, our Maker, provides out of
natural abundance in the fecundity of the cosmos.
The practice of gratitude shakes loose the
possessive fingers of fear. I begin to understand
that when I open my heart, hands, and purse in
liberality, I am investing in our mutual wellbeing. We are not left with the false choice of
whether the glass is half full or half empty; we
see that there are many glasses with much water.
As you consider your stewardship commitments
for the following year, I hope that you will come
to it with a sense of joy- joy that you have
resources to invest in our mutual wellbeing; with
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a sense of hope- hope in taking advantage of the
chances we are given to bring healing to a
wounded world; with a sense of thanksgivingthankfulness that you can make a difference; with
a sense of being invested- that in the investment
you make, you are part of creating New
Jerusalem, God’s reign; with a sense of wonderthat God is working God’s purpose out through
your generosity.
ReginaU

*********************
Services: November and
December
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Sunday, November 18: The Twenty-fifth
Sunday after Pentecost. Holy Eucharist at
9:30 a.m.
Sunday, November 25: The Last Sunday
after Pentecost. Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 2: The First Sunday of
Advent. Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 9: The Second Sunday
of Advent. Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.
Vestry
Sunday, December 16: The Third Sunday
of Advent. Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 23: The Fourth Sunday
of Advent Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.
Monday, December 24:
The Eve of
Nativity
4:30 p.m.: Family service, Holy Eucharist
and Christmas Pageant
7:00 p.m.: Holy Eucharist with Christmas
Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 30: The First Sunday
after Christmas Day

•

Other Important Holy Days

•

November 30: Feast Day of Saint Andrew,
the Apostle
December 21: Feast Day of Saint Thomas,
the Apostle
December 26: Feast Day of Saint. Stephen,
Deacon and Martyr
December 27: Feast Day of Saint John,
Apostle and Evangelist
December 28: Feast Day of The Holy
Innocents

•
•
•
•

For scriptural readings for these holy days, see
BCP, pages 996-997.

Page 2
Thoughts and Prayers
Please remember in your prayers: The Bloch
family, the Connelly family, the Foster Family,
Jay Foy, Patricia Gillespie, Llanda and Hubbard
Richardson, Karen Lawsing, Joseph Lawsing,
Susan Lehman, Marta Mares & family, Sophie
Pycella, the Westman family, all of our college
students, and all of our military men and women,
home and abroad, especially Jesse Arbogast,
Aaron Decker, and Scott Jackson.

*********************
The Warden’s Corner
Dear Calvary Folks,
Last Saturday morning, Karen Lawsing took the
first swing with Ken’s old splitting mall to start
the demolition of the old Calvary kitchen. You
should have seen the smile on Karen’s face!

The wall came down and the Ken’s Kitchen
project has officially begun. There will be plenty
of opportunity to give your input to this project.
Many strong opinions are being expressed and I
hope they keep coming! There’s nothing like a
kitchen remodeling project to get the juices
flowing.

Regina will have her own office soon so that she
can counsel and meet with parishioners in a
confidential and professional manner. The space
is mocked up and she has moved in a few of her
office materials.
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This week, Jack Manning has cleaned and
painted the storage closet and installed new rack
shelving. Barbie is working on getting all of the
“stuff” off the tables and only the “good stuff”
back into the closet.
We are changing the structure of our undercroft
in some big ways. These changes have been in
the works for over a year now and yet it is still
shocking to come in to our church and see
nothing but destruction. I hope that you will be
patient with the process. It will be wonderful in
the end.
Love,
John

*********************

Announcements:

Calvary’s Community Soup &
Bread Supper – November 29
Our Soup Supper is coming up on November 29.
Please Sign up in the Undercroft to bring your
favorite soup and bread, and to help with set-up
and clean-up! Thanks!!!
We raised just over $160 for the Food Shelf at the
October Soup Supper. November’s donations
will benefit Hunger Free Vermont.

Call for Greeters
One of the great ministries of the church is
hospitality. We greet one another as Christ, and
are met by Him. A greeter at the door is a sign
that all who cross the threshold are honored
guests invited to the feast. We regularly have
guests who may or may not know the Episcopal
service, our various books and our customs. A
designated greeter would go far in making sure
that these Christ-bearers are put at ease, a form of
outreach which any member of the church can
exercise. The greeter would be ready to greet
people at least 15 minutes before the service,
make sure all who come have the bulletin and any
inserts, to make sure they can follow the service,
and to invite them to coffee hour after the service.
It would be helpful if the greeter could be a
liaison between the guests and the priest, giving a
heads-up to the celebrant if the guest is new to
the Episcopal service, if they have visited us in
the past, or if they are friends of parishioners.
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Please prayerfully consider being on this rota,
taking one’s turn to welcome friend and stranger
in Christ’s name.
ReginaU

Food Shelf News! Wow!!
A very big “thank you” to all Calvary members
who have donated to our ECJU Ecumenical
Ministry food shelf in recent months. When I
announced that supplies had dwindled to their
lowest ebb ever donations came pouring in. We
also received a generous cash donation for us to
purchase food items, so last Monday Pam
Parshall and I sprinted, (well, Pam sprinted while
I tried to keep up) to Costco, armed with the
generous donation and a list of needed items from
the president of the food shelf who had just
completed an inventory of existing supplies.
Thanks to you, we were able to purchase 24 jars
of pasta sauce, 24 jars of peaches, 24 cans of
peas, 24 cans of diced tomatoes, 24 boxes of
macaroni and cheese, 12 cans of black beans, as
well as paper towels and toilet paper. All are
currently items on the priority list from the food
shelf. While we were picking up the pasta sauce,
a vendor who was handing out samples asked
why were purchasing so much sauce. When we
told him we were purchasing for a food shelf, he
whipped out a $20 donation from his own pocket
to contribute to our cause.
As always thank you all very much for your
continued support of this much needed and very
worthy project.
With Thanksgiving and
Christmas approaching every contribution is
greatly appreciated.
From Fran and Dave Ganter

Hurricane Sandy Victims
If you would like to help Hurricane Sandy
victims, one way is by purchasing gift cards from
Lowes, Home Depot, Walmart, or Target. They
are given directly to people who need help. If
you would like to donate a card, please send it to
Trinity Church, 503 Asbury Avenue, Asbury
Park, NJ 07712. You may contact Trinity Church
at
www.trinitynj.com
or
through
http://www.iGive.com/TrinityChoristersPSP
A
friend of Regina’s attends this church.
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Sunday School Dates Through
December
Laura has submitted the following Sunday School
dates through the end of the year. Thanks to
everyone who has signed up to teach Sunday
School. We are happy to say that all dates
through December are now covered. Please
contact Laura Hill if you have any questions.
Thanks!
November 18
December 2
December 16 and 23

Meditation Group
Our parish is continuing to host a meditation
group, Monday evenings starting at 6:00 PM and
ending around 7:30 PM. Please feel free to
attend whenever you wish.

Choir
Calvary’s choir is wonderful! Please join us for
Choir Practice at Calvary on Wednesday
evenings from 6:00-7:00 p.m. If you are unable
to attend Wednesday nights, please arrive at
church at 8:45 a.m. on Sunday. It is a fun
multigenerational experience and we are seeking
more members!

Calvary’s Own Cookbook
As we have mentioned, Fran Ganter and Tyna
Westman have generously offered to undertake
the huge task of publishing a cookbook which
will include any and all of your favorite recipes
that you would like to submit.
They are
suggesting that we make it a soup and bread
cookbook, as it has become very apparent that
Calvary folks definitely know how to make lipsmacking good soups and breads. So, we need
your recipes! E-mail, photo copies, handwritten
recipes are accepted. Please, please send them
along to either of us. If you have any questions,
please contact Fran at fganter@myfairpoint.net,
or Tyna at tynawestman@myfairpoint.net.

*********************
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Vestry Minutes: September
• Regina’s Rector’s Report highlighted that
Sunday School has begun, the newsletter is
out, we are feeding people, plans for Harvest
Market are under way, and a lively group
attended in the summer giving us energy and
vision. Fellowship is cool!
• Financially – We are still ahead of the game.
All operating expenses are under budget. Pam
will check with Fidelity regarding interest
payments. Margaret’s donation is a good back
up to cover expenses.
• Ken’s Kitchen – Tyna’s builder assessed the
kitchen and will provide a quote. We have
$1,800 to spend.
• Undercroft – Jack installed our Knox Box for
the Fire Dept.’s use to gain access to Calvary
in case of a fire. Jack put a deadbolt on the
door near the pulpit. One will be added to the
door at the bottom of the front stairs. The
church can then be open to the public. Jack
will plan one office for Regina and Karen to
share.
• Harvest Market – Hannaford donated 100
large cookies and Costco gave $25.00 for our
Sausage Booth, which will close at 2:00
Sunday. Laurel will coordinate dried soup
mix sales. Soup tasting will take place at the
Harvest Market and parishioners will get
forms to take orders. On each $8 soup sale,
we get $4. Tag Sale set up will begin after
church on Sunday, Sept. 23.
• Committee Formation – We will hold off on
greeters until after Harvest Market. Fran gave
Jack info about starting a facilities committee.
Clay Foster began work on the front gardens.
• The length of our service is too long. Folks
are leaving before it is over. Future services
will be kept to just a little over one hour.
• A Gryphon Concert will be held at Calvary on
Sunday, October 21 at 2:00 pm.

*********************
December Chronicle
Please submit articles to me by Thursday,
December 6, for the next Chronicle. In the meantime, please watch the Sunday bulletins for
announcements. Barbie (jbkoier@gmail.com)
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Fun Stuff…
SUNDAY JOKES
Life After Death
"Do you believe in life after death?” the boss
asked one of his employees. “Yes, sir,” the
new employee replied. “Well, then, that
makes everything just fine,” the boss went
on. “After you left early yesterday to go to
your Grandmother’s funeral, she stopped in
to see you!”
Palm Sunday
It was Palm Sunday and because of a sore
throat, five-year-old Johnny stayed home
from church with a sitter. When the family
returned home, they were carrying several
palm branches. The boy asked what they
were for. “People held them over Jesus’ head
as he walked by.” “Wouldn’t you know it,”
the boy fumed, “The one Sunday I don’t go,
He shows up!”
Children’s Sermon
One Easter Sunday morning as the minister
was preaching the children’s sermon, he
reached into his bag of props and pulled out
an egg. He pointed at the egg and asked the
children, “What’s in here?” “I know!” a little
boy exclaimed. “Pantyhose!!”

Climb the Walls
“Oh, I sure am happy to see you,” the little
boy said to his Grandmother on his Mother’s
side. “Now maybe Daddy will do the trick
he has been promising us.”
The
Grandmother was curious. “what trick is
that?” she asked. “I heard him tell Mommy
that he would climb the walls if you came to
visit,” the little boy answered.
The Water Pistol
When my three year-old son opened the
birthday gift from his Grandmother, he
discovered a water pistol. He squealed with
delight and headed for the nearest sink. I was
not so pleased. I turned to Mom and said,
“I’m surprised at you. Don’t you remember
how we used to drive you crazy with water
guns?” Mom smiled and then replied…”I
remember!!”
Grandma’s Age
Little Johnny asked his Grandma how old she
was. Grandma answered, “Thirty-nine and
holding.” Johnny thought for a moment, and
then said, “And how old would you be if you
let go?”

*********************

Support a Family
The prospective father-in-law asked, “Young
man, can you support a family?” The
surprised groom-to-be replied, “Well, no. I
was just planning to support your daughter.
The rest of you will have to fend for
yourselves.”
First Time Ushers
A little boy in church for the first time
watched as the ushers passed around the
offering plates. When they came near his
pew, the boy said loudly, “Don’t pay for me
Daddy. I am under five.”

Happy Thanksgiving!

